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Have you ever asked yourself why you behave the way you do, why you like a certain dress, why you like a certain meal, why you belong to a certain religion or why you hate some things? Often, we think that they it is our decision to wear a certain dress or eat particular food. The truth is, our habits and behaviors are influenced by our environment and we do not have exclusive control over our behaviors and habits. We are made who we are by our society, parents and the surrounding environment.  Our identity is not purely our choice or decision. This is the theme that manifests itself consciously in the film “Moonlight.” In the film we see how Chiron's existence, personality, and identity are influenced by society's perception and opinion of his racial, sexual, and socioeconomic identity. This paper argues that people do not have control over their identity, instead they inherit identities from the surrounding environment.
The Moonlight, an award-winning American film, follows a man's journey from a neglected childhood to furious adolescence to maturity, self-realization, and fulfillment. In essence, this film looks at the central issue of black male identity and how it interacts with sexual identity. Viewers are forced to ponder the substantial effects of a person's upbringing due to this film. The Moonlight, directed by Barry Jenkins, examines whether people control their identities or are shaped by their surroundings. People do not have control over their identities; instead, identities are inherited from their surroundings. This is because society has a significant impact on an individual's life. Race, gender, sexuality, and ethnicity impact individuals who live in a society defined by these characteristics. For example, in the film "Moonlight," the character Chiron's existence, personality, and identity are influenced by society's perception and opinion of his racial, sexual, and socioeconomic identity. 
The movie stars characters such as Chiron, Juan, Paula, Kevin, and Teressa. Chiron is the protagonist in the film. A teenager, Chiron is bullied by Terrel in high school. His mother neglects him and he gets refuge at Juan’s home. Chiron struggles with his sexuality and bullying. Chiron struggles to grow comfortably in his skin and he later develops a character that echoes his surrogate father. Juan is the character in the movie who comes to rescue of Chiron when no one could accommodate him. Juan is a drug dealer who becomes the father figure of Chiron. He cares and looks after Chiron. Despite her illegal acts, she comes to the rescue of Chiron who has been neglected by his mother. Paula is the mother to Chiron. She abandoned her son because of drug addiction and prostitution. She has failed in her duties of upbringing her child. The other character in the movie is Kevin who is Chiron’s best friend growing up. Their relationship become romantic when they reach high school but they split up after some time. Later in life, Kevin is imprisoned and tries to reach out to Chiron for a consensus. Teresa is Juan’s girlfriend who becomes the mother figure of Little and Chiron. She uses comfort food to induce Chiron to share his troubles with her and Juan.  
From the time he was a youngster until he graduated from high school, Chiron has been neglected and bullied by his classmates. In terms of ethnicity and sexuality, Chiron is viewed as unique. Chiron is assumed to be gay, which impacts how he interacts with his classmates, who regard him as weird compared to the other heterosexual students. Di Mattia, 2019 8-15). The distinctions in sexuality are not recognized by society. Straight sexuality is supposed to be and is considered the ideal sexuality. Because he is gay, he is perceived as unsuitable, so Chiron was ridiculed at school.
This educational experience severely impacted his life since he grew more shy and reticent, isolating himself from his peers. We witness how reserved Chiron becomes in his later life because he dislikes mingling and associating with people. Kevin, Paula, Teresa, and Juan are the only persons in his life with whom he feels at ease. This is because these are the only individuals in his life that provide him with comfort and do not criticize or neglect him. This had an impact on Chiron's sexual and romantic life, as we can see from the fact that he has no companion, wife, since he was prejudiced for being gay, and being gay was considered inappropriate in society, preventing Chiron from embracing his sexuality, dating, and enjoying his romantic life. As the film ends, Chiron confesses to Kevin that he is the only man who has ever touched him. Still, despite his desire for a romantic relationship with Kevin, he considers it inappropriate because Kevin has a wife, a child, and a lob, all of which are regarded perfect.
Chiron's professional life has been influenced since he was a child. Chiron had a difficult childhood because he was reared by a single mother who was addicted to narcotics. His classmates bully Chiron at school, and when he gets home, Paula vents her frustrations on him, making Chiron's life terrible throughout his childhood. Kevin and Juan provided him with the only peace he could find, and these two persons had a significant impact on Chiron's life. For example, when Chiron was stressed out from bullying at school and home, he confided in Kevin, who pitied him and occasionally defended him. This caused Chiron to spend more time with Kevin, who consumed pot throughout their time together. When Chiron met Kevin at the beach where he was smoking weed, Chiron took weed as well, and that is how he began taking drugs. Chiron's use of marijuana is motivated by his mother's use of marijuana. Paula is a drug addict, and Juan is the one who supplies her with the drugs. Kevin is influenced to smoke weed, but he is also physically and romantically involved with Chiron, which is how he becomes gay and affirms his sexual identity.
The neglect that Chiron suffers from his mother and other members of society has a terrible impact on him. Chiron, for example, is pushed into the hands and company of criminals and drug traffickers. When children can no longer handle the insults and bullying, he turns to Juan, who acts as a father figure and is comforted and made to feel significant. Only Juan, according to the film, makes Chiron feel loved, worthy, and safe. Juan teaches Chiron how to swim, and various other skills and Chiron picks up on a lot from him. Chiron continues to engage in illicit activities such as drug dealing even after Juan has died. When Chiron becomes a gangster, the violence he witnesses causes him to become aggressive in the future.
Chiron feels ignored and unworthy, and he works extremely hard to be regarded as worthy and strong in society to be respected by his peers and those who mistreat him. For example, when Terrel dares Kevin to a game of "knockdown, stay down" with Chiron, and Kevin reluctantly agrees, punching Chiron but ordering him to stay down so that he can stop beating him, Chiron continues to rise in an attempt to fight back so that he is not viewed as a failure (Rambert, 20). Chiron becomes enraged with Terrel and engages in a fight with him, knocking him out with a chair and severely injuring him, resulting in his detention. Chiron is imprisoned as a result of his bigotry and discrimination. After serving time in prison, Chiron finds a group of crank dealers, which he joins and becomes a gangster with the skills he learns from Juan. He even changes his name to "black," and he physically reenacts the life of Juan, a crack dealer. In a nutshell, this demonstrates how important Juan was to Chiron, as he sees no problem with living the life of a criminal.


Chiron is the only child of a single mother and has never had a father figure. He is not getting the attention he requires, which is why he is exposed to poor company. For example, Chiron's mother is a drug addict who ignores Chiron's needs. When Chiron is bullied at school, he must flee and seek assistance from others (Lauer, 28-85). Paula, chiro's mother, refuses to explain why he is being tormented at school, even though she is fully aware of the situation. She doesn't tell Chiron that he's gay, and she doesn't provide him any advice on how to deal with it as his mother. Instead, she abandons Chiron to the world, where he will wallow in his misery. This is one of the reasons Chiron refuses to return home to his mother, who is in recovery and instead chooses to stay in Atlanta, where he finds company.
In conclusion, it is clear that humans do not influence their identities; instead, they inherit identities from their surroundings. This is demonstrated by the events that Chiron encounters in society and how they affect his life. For example, all of Chiron's experiences, such as racial discrimination, sexual prejudice, and socioeconomic class discrimination, lead to the person he becomes in the future; Chiron becomes a gangster, violent, drug dealer, socially isolated, and cold-hearted. In children, this is the individual that society has made.
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